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Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well as the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action, affirm the fundamental importance of the right of
self-determination of all peoples, by virtue of which they freely determine their
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 61/295
ADOPTED 13 SEPTEMBER 2007, UN DOC:

A/RES/61/295, ANNEX.

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

and good faith in the fulfilment of the obligations assumed by States in

accordance with the Charter,

Affirming that indigenous peoples are equal to all other peoples, while

recognizing the right of all peoples to be different, to consider themselves different,

and to be respected as such,

Affirming also that all peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of civilizations and
cultures, which constitute the common heritage of humankind,

Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and practices based on or advocating
superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin, racial, religious, ethnic
or cultural differences are racist, scientifically false, legally invalid, morally condemnable
and socially unjust,
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would dismember or impair, totally or in part,
the territorial integrity or political unity of
sovereign and independent States.

. In the exercise of the rights enunciated
in the present Declaration, human rights
and fundamental freedoms of all shall be
respected. The exercise of the rights set forth
in this Declaration shall be subject only to
such limitations as are determined by law and
in accordance with international human rights
obligations. Any such limitations shall be non-
discriminatory and strictly necessary solely for
the purpose of securing due recognition and
respect for the rights and freedoms of others
and for meeting the just and most compelling
requirements of a democratic society.

3. The provisions set forth in this Declaration
shall be interpreted in accordance with the
principles of justice, democracy, respect for
human rights, equality, non-discrimination,
good governance and good faith.
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