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Native Title Report:

2006 

Fact sheet 4 - Case studies
Some positive economic development activities are occurring in Indigenous communities across Australia.
There are numerous examples of communities working intensely to develop employment, enterprise and housing options for local people. There are also instances where Indigenous and non-Indigenous people are working collaboratively to improve land agreements so that they provide sustainable outcomes for Indigenous Australians. 

The case studies in the Native Title Report 2006 emphasise Indigenous involvement and management of all aspects of agreement-making and enterprise development. 
They demonstrate that when provided with the opportunity and support from government and non-government stakeholders, Indigenous Australians can exercise responsible self determination and self management for the benefit of their people.

The case studies provide only a small sample of good practice in agreement-making and enterprise development in Australia. 
Two of the case studies describe system-wide approaches to land agreements and enterprise development, based on government and industry collaboration.
Three case studies describe regional approaches to land and enterprise development. 

Specific examples

The Memorandum of Understanding between the Minerals Council of Australia, the Australian Government and the East Kimberley Regional Partnership Agreement, discussed in Chapter 3 of the report, describes a collaborative approach to support Indigenous economic development in eight trial sites across Australia.

South Australia’s state-wide Indigenous Land Use Agreement Framework is discussed in chapter 4. It provides another system-wide approach to Indigenous Land Use Agreements.

The Argyle Participation Agreement discussed in Chapter 5 describes a regional agreement(the Argyle Indigenous Land Use Agreement) in the Kimberley, Western Australia.
Ngarda Civil and Mining discussed in Chapter 6 describes the development of an Indigenous-owned and managed enterprise in the Pilbara.

The Yarrabah Housing Project discussed in Chapter 7 provides an example of a township lease agreement and a home ownership scheme that has some similarities and some marked differences with the leasing and home ownership approaches of the Australian Government. 
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