Dear Sirs,

I hereby submit the following in regard to the Freedom of Religion and Belief in the 21st Century inquiry.

Re Article 18. R2.2: This says the Act should affirm the rights of all religion and organised beliefs, as defined to exist, and organise and determine their owen affairs within the law (my italics) and according to their tenets.

I believe this should include provision against the enactment of a law specifically against certain beliefs, such as that recently enacted by the Victorian government forcing assistance in abortion upon all doctors, and possibly hospitals, despite their own convictions.

This law effectively attempts to conscript conscientious objectors to abortion, into playing a role in abortions, against their consciences.

Re Area 5, Q.5: What do you think should be the relationship between the right to gender equality and the right to religious freedom in Australia?

Is HEROC asking that if religion does not treat men and women equally, that is, by denying women priestly roles, then should the law be able to intervene and provide sanctions against that religion?

This is a matter for the religion concerned, not the government. It is not as though the religion is denying civil rights, such as the Taliban in Afghanistan, which also denies women the right to education.

This is an entirely different matter and HEROC should recognise this.

Yours faithfully,

B.J. Lewis
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