 

Dear FRB,

 

Please find below my submission to the Australian Human Rights Commission as a Turrumurra Christian Education Association Committee Member.

 

 Regards, 

 

Liz Smith.

 

"Submission to the Australian Human Rights Commission - Freedom of Religion and Belief in the 21st Century Project
 

I found this a very complex and involved assignment requiring much reading.

The Salt Shaker's Discussion Paper lists suggested areas for consideration - these I have used.

* How are federal and state and territory governments managing incitement to religious hatred, and the question of control and responsibility?
I think the federal and state and territiory governemts are allowing sensible groups to select and support properly trained and conscientous teachers from the communities to address the children..

* Would a legislated national Charter of Rights add to these freedoms of religion and belief?
I believe there is no need for further teaching rules for the teaching of scripture. The current practices are producing good results.

* Is there religious radicalism and political extremism in Australia? If so, what are the risks to Australia?
More than likely given the stated aims of a number of groups such as the muslims, gay and lesbian advocates, and possibly the greens. The risks to Australia is that these groups would like to use our current religious structures for such purposes and not the development of religion as such.

* How is diverse sexuality perceived within faith communities?
I believe not well as there is mistrust of their not being willing to provide a level playing field for those of equal or better merit.

* Do you consider environmental concern to be an influence shaping spiritualities and value systems?
No - I believe not. These two issues are not now strongly linked. That is the teaching of biblical creation including stewardship and the origins of the conservation movement are not often discussed together. 

* Are there religious groups, practices and beliefs that you think are of concern to Australians?
Yes - Muslims having freedom to practice Sharia Law in Australia would be a huge concern..

* What does ‘sexuality’ or politics have to do with religious freedom? 

Nothing. Jesus taught and demanded a following from all humankind and did not discriminate except sinners in the truly religious sense.

* What has the ‘environment’ got to do with religious freedom?
Nothing with the possible exception of stewardship of the creation.

* Who do the AHRC think the ‘religious radicals’ are in Australia? 
Fundamentalist christians.

* Are they AHRC about ‘fundamentalist’ Christians being involved in politics?
I think they are targeting fundamental Anglicans.

* Is the real purpose of the AHRC to tell religions what their beliefs should be? 

Yes which is not acceptable.

* Is the purpose of the AHRC to create a level playing field?
Possibly by doing things their way this could result and be their intention but I believe the methods offered by the churches now may be already satisfactory without a further legislated national Charter of Rights being added to those freedoms. "
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