                                                                          7th January  2009

                                   A Submission regarding                                                                                                      

                “Freedom of religion and belief in the 21 st Centuary .”

Freedom to practice and express a particular religion is well protected in Australia and any “bill of rights” would impose a legal curb on this present freedom all Australians enjoy.

I am concerned any “bill of rights” could be manipulated by a pressure group be it against all religions or to curb or hinder the practice of a particular religion and destroy the freedom we enjoy at present in Australia.

The Section 116 of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act provides adequate protection for the practice of all religions and has worked well and I see no reason to alter the present situation.

A legislated national Charter of Rights is unnecessary.

The leaders of the mainstream religions in Australia get along well with each other and there is dialogue between them and no animosity.

Concerning the practice and expression of religion and the State ,there are no areas of conflict ,each knows and observes the separation of State and Religion which exists in Australia and there is no need to legally proscribe boundaries.

Considering the effect of “anti terrorist legislation” in Australia the legal framework is only concerned with acts of terrorism and those who would promote such acts.

The anti terrorist legislation has not hindered any religious practices and has rightly focused not on religion but on terrorism.

Australian contemporary society seems to have balanced the aspirations of those who practice their respective religious beliefs be it indigenous religious practices, mainstream religious practices and those who because of gender wish to take part in the ministry of their religious faith.

This is on going and changes will take place as consensus occurs within that religious community .Any attempt to force change by legislative action by the state would be a big mistake.

Religious groups are entitled to to be respected for their own religious convictions and practices and have a right to voice their opinions  in the policy debates of the nation.

Technology is perhaps under utilized by religious groups in Australia for disseminating their beliefs.

News media often selectively reports statements by various leaders of mainstream religions when a fuller report would set their remarks in a more balanced perspective.

The State rightly has the obligation and the appropriate legislation to deal with the use of mobile phones to incite religious vilification and hatred .

Religion, cultural expression and human rights are at present well catered for by our present laws.

Religious minorities are entitled to be respected in their own religious convictions and practices. They are entitled to their own places of  worship

Their founding figures and symbols and should not be subject to ridicule .

Religious communities vary considerably in their view of diverse sexuality

The views of these communities is well known and each group has the overwhelming support of its members concerning these views ,  for the state to force an opposite view on these communities would be to trample on their freedom and their moral convictions.

I believe that we have adequate religious freedom in Australia and that there is no need to change the present situation with a Charter of Rights.

Signed  Mr W B Larkin
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